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By Greg Poferl. National business agent for the 
American Postal Workers Union in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area. 


International trade no longer means just manufactured 
goods. Globalization is going postal. 


How Free Trade Deals Could Mandate Postal 
Privatization 


As the Bush administration targets universal public 
service at the Post Office with its Transformation Plan 
and prepares for an assault on collective bargaining 
rights won in the great Postal Strike of 1970, already 
embattled postal workers seek to mobilize against 
further attacks expected to flow from the new 
generation of trade deals in the global economy. 


TRADING SERVICES 


Last fall in Seattle, the National Presidents’ Conference 
(NPC) began a series of educational seminars on 
globalization and the new round of trade deals that spell 
big trouble for public and postal sector workers. The 
NPC is a historic, open caucus within the American 
Postal Workers Union consisting of local and state 
union presidents who convene three times a year to 
discuss and act upon emerging issues. 


On March 29 in St. Louis, the NPC conducted a day- 
long seminar keynoted by Larry Weiss, director of the 
Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition, who outlined how 
globalization, in the form of free trade deals, could 
mandate privatization of public and postal services. 


The focus of new free trade deals is on services, 
including services now provided by governments. There 
are two major trade deals currently being negotiated 
that could hurt public sector workers. First, there is the 
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) which 
is part of the World Trade Organization system. It 
covers 144 countries, including the United States. 
Second, the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 
would expand NAFTA (which currently covers the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada) to 31 additional 
countries in North and South America. Both deals are 
expected to be completed by the end of 2004 and to be 
considered by Congress in 2005. 


TARGETING THE POST OFFICE 


Weiss believes GATS and FTAA will require many 
government-provided services at the federal, state, 
county, and municipal levels to be opened to bidding by 
foreign private companies. To see which services are 
likely to be covered under GATS, Weiss suggests we 
look at what the most powerful players in the 
negotiations—Europe and the United States—are 
seeking to include. 


Both the European Union and the United States are 
specifically targeting “postal services.” 





In a broad sweep, Europe intends to include the 
handling of addressed written communications on any 
kind of physical medium, which would include most, if 
not all, letters and packages. The U.S. position—at 
least what has been revealed so far, since everything is 
done in secret—is to include “express delivery 
services”. 


We won't know exactly which postal services will be 
included in the new GATS until negotiations are 
completed in 2004. However, with the United States 
and the Europeans being the biggest players, it seems 
clear that at least a significant part of USPS services 
will be covered under GATS rules. 


CONFRONTING GATS 

At this point, whether the current postal reform or the 
next round of trade deals mounts the more serious 
challenge is open to conjecture. However, a larger 
question remains on the strategies necessary to fight 
back on both the national and international fronts. 

A major part of the recent NPC conference included 
workshops on developing organizing strategies and 
techniques to educate and mobilize APWU members in 
legislative efforts at the local level as well as in 
Washington, D.C. 


Since globalization can be difficult to understand, the 
NPC, with the help of the Minnesota Fair Trade 
Coalition and the Labor Education Service, University of 
Minnesota, is developing a train-the-trainer program 
that will be completed early this summer. 


The NPC believes there must be a strong linkage 
between membership education and action strategy to 
take on the U.S. government’s would-be privatizers as 
well as the global pirates. 


The NPC is hoping to widen and deepen APWU 
members’ understanding of globalization/privatization 
while developing organizing methods and coalition 
building to meet the challenge, to think globally while 
organizing locally. A key element to the training is to 
provide members at the local level the opportunity to 
develop creative responses and explore strategic 
options such as_ legislative action, international 
solidarity, public education and direct action. 


THE NEW ROBBER BARONS 


In getting the rank and file to grapple with globalization, 
Weiss makes the historical connection to the robber 
barons of the early 20th century who ran roughshod 
over workers, farmers, and other citizens. He notes, 
“There was no national regulation of corporate 
behavior. Unions were violently repressed, there was 
no minimum wage, child labor was rampant, and many 
politicians were in the pocket of corporate interests.” 

Much of the history of the early twentieth century was 
about citizens fighting to bring the robber barons under 
some level of regulation. Eventually child labor was 


outlawed, organizing unions became legal, a minimum 
wage was established, and President Theodore 
Roosevelt, who spoke of the “malefactors of great 
wealth,” embraced a public, political role for the 
government in “anti-trust”: controlling, curbing and 
breaking up large private concentrations of economic 
power. 


Now, as national economies have given way to a global 
economy, Weiss warns, “global corporations have 
outrun the reach of national regulations, and a new 
robber-baron era has developed.” 


So here we go again. But can we learn the lessons of 
the past, build coalitions with labor here and across 
borders, faith-based movements, farming communities, 
environmentalists, and concerned citizens to take on 
these new robber barons and their well-heeled 
apologists in Congress? Margaret Mead said, “Never 
doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing 
that ever has.” The members of the NPC appear to be 
moving in the right direction. 

Contact for this article. Marsha 
marsha@labornotes.org 

Published in collaboration with Labor Notes. 'Labor 
Notes' is a monthly magazine based in Detroit, USA. 
We are committed to reforming and revitalizing the 
labor movement. We report news about the labor 
movement that you won't find anywhere else. News 
about grassroots labor activity, innovative organizing 
tactics, international labor struggles, immigrant workers, 
and problems that some union leaders would rather 
keep quiet. Subscribe and receive a copy of ‘Labor 
Notes’ in your mailbox! Subscription information can be 
found at our website at www.labornotes.org 
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Labour rights. A theme for archaeology? 


By Eduardo Galeano 
Translation. Herbert 
translator 


Kaser. Coorditrad volunteer 


Every week more than ninety million customers come to 
the stores of Wal-Mart. More than nine hundred 
thousand employees in theses stores are not allowed to 
affiliate with any kind of trade unions. If any one of them 
starts thinking about unionising, he will find him or 
herself as an unemployed. This successful enterprise 
negates blatantly one of the human rights proclaimed 
by the United Nations: The right of Freedom of 
assembly and association. In 1992 Sam Walton, the 
founder of Wal-Mart, was awarded the Liberty Medal, 
one of the highest decorations available in the United 
States. 


One out of four adults in the United States and nine out 
of ten Children eat the plastic food at McDonald’s and 
get overweight from it. The workers at McDonald’s are 
as disposable as the food they are serving: they are 
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treated like machines. Nevertheless they have the right 
to join a trade union. 


In Malaysia, where trade unions are still existent and 
working, the following enterprises try to get rid of this 
pain: Intel, Motorola, Texas Instruments and Hewlett 
Packard. The government of Malaysia declared the 
electronics industry as “union free”. 


Nine hundred workers died in 1993 in a blaze of the 
shed where they produced the puppets of Sesame 
Street, Bart Simpson and The Muppets, because it was 
locked from outside. They also had no chance to 
associate in any way. 


In the election campaign of last year Bush and Gore 
agreed both in the necessity to spread the US model of 
labour relations all over the world. They called it “Our 
style of working”. This marks another step of the 
globalisation, which marches in giant steps to the 
remotest corners of our planet. 


Today’s technology which overcame the distances 
makes it all possible: A worker at Nike’s in Indonesia 
will have to work hundred thousand years to earn the 
same salary as an executive of Nike in the United 
States. A worker at an IBM plant in the Philippines 
producing computers will never be able to buy one for 
himself. 


This is the continuation of the colonial times on a scale 
never seen before. The poor people of the world 
continue to fulfil their traditional functions: Cheep labour 
and cheep food stuff in former times provided cacao, 
rice, coffee, sugar and other unlucky export products 
and today they provide puppets, sports shoes, 
computers and high tech products for the global market. 


Since 1919 183 international conventions have been 
signed to regulate the labour relations in the world. 
According to the International Labour Organisation from 
these 183 agreements France has ratified 115 of them, 
Norway 106, Germany 76and the USA... 14. The 
country spearheading the globalisation obeys only its 
own regulations. Thus granting freedom from sanctions 
to the great corporations, in their hunt for cheep labour. 
They conquer the territories, where their dirty 
production plants contaminate the environment as they 
like it. 


It is paradox that the country does not recognize 
anymore the laws that set the labour laws under the 
law. Today it claims remedies like “social issues” and 
“environmental protection” have no place in agreements 
on free trade. What will happen, if the reality is not 
unmasked by publicity? 


These rules are simply taxes, which the vicious pays to 
virtue under the pretext of public relations. Just to 
mention labour rights makes the advocates of McJobs, 
endless working hours, hire and fire raise hell. Since 
Ernesto Zedillo took presidency over Mexico he got 
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included in the directories of the Union Pacific Corp. 
and the Procter & Gamble consortium, which operate in 
140 countries. He also headed a UN commission and 
spread his ideas through Forbes magazine. 


In the “technocrat” speak there is an indignation against 
“the imposition of comparable labour standards in the 
new commercial agreements”. Translated into common 
language this means: Throw out the dustbin once and 
for all with all the international legislation, which 
protects the workers. The former president even 
predicts slavery. But the central executive officer of 
General Electric puts it much clearer: “To compete, we 
have to squeeze the lemons”. Facts are facts. 


Confronted with all the protests the companies wash 
their hands and claim: We are innocent. In the post- 
modern industries, the work force is decentralized. This 
is true everywhere not only in small private enterprises. 
Subcontractors produce three quarters of the parts for 
Toyota cars. Only one out of five workers at 
Volkswagen do Brazil are employees of the enterprise. 
Out of the 81 workers of Petrobras who died in labour 
accidents in the last three years 66 of them were 
employed by subcontractor, which did not comply with 
the safety standards. Among the 300 subcontractors 
China produced half of the Barbie dolls for the children 
all over the world. In China there are trade unions but 
they are under the rule of the government. In the name 
of socialism it is occupied with discipline among the 
work force: “We fight against labour unrest and the 
social instability, to maintain a favourable climate for 
investors”, explained recently Bo Xilai, the secretary 
general of the communist party in one of the biggest 
harbours of the country. 


The economic power has been monopolised more than 
ever, but the countries and the people compete as 
much as they can: To look good, they offer more in 
exchange for less, and to work double in exchange for 
half the wage. On the side of the road lay the remnants 
of the achievements of two hundred years of fighting for 
labour rights. The sweatshops of Mexico, Central 
America and the Caribbean, create a much more 
accelerated beat than the associated industry. Eight out 
of ten newly employed workers in Argentina are “black”, 
without any legal protection. Nine out of ten new 
employed workers all over Latin America belong to the 
“informal sector”. This is a euphemism and it means in 
reality the workers are left to the mercy of god. Stable 
labour relations and all other labour rights; will they 
soon be a subject for archaeologists? Who will 
remember this extinct species? 


In a world upside down, liberty will be oppressed: The 
liberty of the money rules over the workers locked up in 
a prison of fear, a prison worse than any other. The god 
of the market threatens and punishes and he knows 
every worker in every place. The fear of unemployment 
helps to reduce the cost of the work force and helps 
multiply the productivity and it is day by day a source of 
a universal fear. 





What can be done against the panic of being thrown out 
to the end of the long queue waiting for a job? Who is 
not afraid of being converted into an “internal obstacle”, 
to speak with the words of the president of Coca-Cola? 
One and a half years ago he explained the firing of 
thousands of workers with the remark, “we have 
eliminated the internal obstacles”. The last in a line of 
questions is, before the money is global, will the world 
be divided in those who tame and those who have been 
tamed, can we make the fight for the dignity of labour 
an international issue? A small challenge! 


Grano de Arena 191. informativo@attac.org 
Up Against Wal-Mart 
By Karen Olsson 


Jennifer McLaughlin and her boyfriend, Eric Jackson, 
say Wal-Mart has held anti-union meetings and closely 
monitored employees who are trying to unionize the 
company's store in Paris, Texas. 


Jennifer McLaughlin is 22, has a baby, drives a truck, 
wears wide-leg jeans and spiky plastic chokers, dyes 
her hair dark red, and works at Wal-Mart. The store in 
Paris, Texas -- Wal-Mart Supercenter #148 -- is just 
down the road from the modest apartment complex 
where McLaughlin lives with her boyfriend and her one- 
year-old son; five days a week she drives to the store, 
puts on a blue vest with "How May | Help You?" 
emblazoned across the back, and clocks in. Some days 
she works in the Garden Center and some days in the 
toy department. The pace is frenetic, even by the 
normally fast-paced standards of retailing; often, it 
seems, there simply aren't enough people around to get 
the job done. On a given shift McLaughlin might man a 
register, hop on a mechanical lift to retrieve something 
from a high shelf, catch fish from a tank, run over to 
another department to help locate an item, restock the 
shelves, dust off the bike racks, or field questions about 
potting soil and lawn mowers. "It's stressful," she says. 
"They push you to the limit. They just want to see how 
much they can get away with without having to hire 
someone else." 


Then there's the matter of her pay. After three years 
with the company, McLaughlin earns only $16,800 a 
year. "And I'm considered high-paid," she says. "The 
way they pay you, you cannot make it by yourself 
without having a second job or someone to help you, 
unless you've been there for 20 years or you're a 
manager." Because health insurance on the Wal-Mart 
plan would deduct up to $85 from her biweekly 
paycheck of $550, she goes without, and relies on 
Medicaid to cover her son, Gage. 


Complaints about understaffing and low pay are not 
uncommon among retail workers -- but Wal-Mart is no 
mere peddler of saucepans and boom boxes. The 
company is the world's largest retailer, with $220 billion 


in sales, and the nation's largest private employer, with 
3,372 stores and more than 1 million hourly workers. Its 
annual revenues account for 2 percent of America's 
entire domestic product. Even as the economy has 
slowed, the company has continued to metastasize, 
with plans to add 800,000 more jobs worldwide by 
2007. 


Given its staggering size and rapid expansion, Wal-Mart 
increasingly sets the standard for wages and benefits 
throughout the U.S. economy. "Americans can't live on 
a Wal-Mart paycheck," says Greg Denier, 
communications director for the United Food and 
Commercial Workers International Union (UFCW). "Yet 
it's the dominant employer, and what they pay will be 
the future of working America." The average hourly 
worker at Wal-Mart earns barely $18,000 a year at a 
company that pocketed $6.6 billion in profits last year. 
Forty percent of employees opt not to receive coverage 
under the company's medical plan, which costs up to 
$2,844 a year, plus a deductible. As Jennifer 
McLaughlin puts it, "They're on top of the Fortune 500, 
and | can't get health insurance for my kid." 


Angered by the disparity between profits and wages, 
thousands of former and current employees like 
McLaughlin have started to fight the company on a 
variety of fronts. Workers in 27 states are suing Wal- 
Mart for violating wage-and-hour laws; in the first of the 
cases to go to trial, an Oregon jury found the company 
guilty in December of systematically forcing employees 
to work overtime without pay. The retailer also faces a 
sex-discrimination lawsuit that accuses it of wrongly 
denying promotions and equal pay to 700,000 women. 
And across the country, workers have launched a 
massive drive to organize a union at Wal-Mart, 
demanding better wages and working conditions. 
Employees at more than 100 stores in 25 states -- 
including Supercenter #148 in Paris -- are currently 
trying to unionize the company, and in July the UFCW 
launched an organizing blitz in the Midwest, hoping to 
mobilize nearly 120,000 workers in Michigan, Kentucky, 
Ohio, and Indiana. 


Wal-Mart has responded to the union drive by trying to 
stop workers from organizing -- sometimes in violation 
of federal labor law. In 10 separate cases, the National 
Labor Relations Board has ruled that Wal-Mart 
repeatedly broke the law by interrogating workers, 
confiscating union literature, and firing union 
supporters. At the first sign of organizing in a store, 
Wal-Mart dispatches a team of union busters from its 
headquarters in Bentonville, Arkansas, sometimes 
setting up surveillance cameras to monitor workers. "In 
my 35 years in labor relations, I've never seen a 
company that will go to the lengths that Wal-Mart goes 
to, to avoid a union," says Martin Levitt, a management 
consultant who helped the company develop its anti- 
union tactics before writing a book called Confessions 
of a Union Buster. "They have zero tolerance." 
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http://Awww.motherjones.com/news/feature/2003/10/ma 
276 _01.html 


IMF-World Bank-WTO Close Ranks Around 
Flawed Economic Policies 


By Center of Concern, Washington 


On May 13th, senior officials of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and World Trade 
Organization (WTO) will meet in Geneva ostensibly to 
promote greater “coherence” amongst their policies. 
There are good reasons to be concerned. Over the past 
decades, the IMF and the World Bank have 
systematically promoted controversial policy reforms in 
developing countries. Typically these include 
liberalization of trade and financial flows, deregulation, 
privatization and budget austerity. Strategies for this 
purpose have required many developing countries to 
break with past policies and to pursue closer and faster 
integration into the world economy. As a result, the 
economies of developing countries have been 
characterized by slow and erratic growth, increased 
instability, and rising income gaps. With the WTO, such 
misguided and failed policy reforms are being 
progressively locked-in through trade law backed by the 
threat of economic sanctions through its dispute 
settlement mechanism. 


Shefali Sharma from the Geneva office of the Institute 
for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP) said, “technical 
assistance is being used as a political tool to win 
support for a ‘development agenda’ that is heavily 
disputed in the WTO. No amount of technical 
assistance in implementing policies that, in effect, 
handicap and shackle developing countries in the WTO 
can improve gains towards development.” 


Food security 


Over the decades, loan conditions of the IMF/World 
Bank have forced developing countries to lower their 
trade barriers, cut subsidies for their domestic food 
producers, and eliminate government programs aimed 
to enhance rural agriculture. However, no such 
conditions are imposed on wealthy industrial countries. 
Meanwhile, the WTO Agreement on Agriculture allows 
wealthy countries to dump surplus foods at prices below 
the cost of production, driving out rural production in 
developing countries and expanding markets for the 
large transnational exporting companies. It also 
prohibits developing countries from introducing new 
programs that may help their local agriculture 
producers. As a result the agriculture sectors in 
developing countries —key for rural poverty reduction - 
have been devastated. 


Access to Essential Services (health care, education, 
water, etc). 


The IMF and World Bank have made loans conditional 
upon the liberalization and, frequently, privatization of 
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public service providers. Usually, the entry of foreign 
corporations to supply these services and the 
introduction of commercial pricing systems results in 
higher rates for poor citizens, jeopardizing their access. 
The WTO is now negotiating rules that would lock-in the 
liberalization and privatization of essential services 
through the General Agreement on Trade in Services 
(GATS). The GATS also seeks to ensure that a 
country’s domestic regulations are the ‘least 
burdensome” to the service provider, jeopardizing 
public policy and regulatory systems designed to 
protect social development, labor and human rights, 
consumers and environmental integrity. 


Right of states to regulate foreign investors. 


Similarly, loan conditions of the World Bank and IMF 
have long required borrowing countries to remove 
measures that limit the operation of foreign investors in 
their domestic economies — limits designed to ensure 
that the investments benefit the domestic economy and 
protect the environment or worker rights. In 1994, the 
WTO Agreement on_ Trade-Related Investment 
Measures (TRIMs) locked-in the removal of several of 
these domestic regulations governing foreign corporate 
investors. Current negotiating proposals of the 
European Union, Japan, Australia and others in the 
WTO seek to create a completely liberal investment and 
financial framework under the WTO that would leave 
governments vulnerable to foreign corporations and 
susceptible to lawsuits if their domestic policies 
undermined free movement of capital. 


Governance of the IMF, World Bank and WTO 


Instead of owning up to their policy failures and 
mistakes the WB, IMF and WTO are now seeking to 
entrench their misguided approaches to economic 
growth and development under the murky guise of 
“promoting coherence”. Furthermore, in doing so, they 
continue to operate in undemocratic and unaccountable 
ways, which calls their legitimacy into question. 


The voting structures of the IMF and World Bank are 
heavily biased towards rich countries. Their heads are 
chosen through exclusive processes open only to US 
and European citizens. Their Executive Board meetings 
are closed to the public, minutes are not disclosed and 
loan documents are only available to parliaments after 
Board approval, if at all. This secrecy undercuts the 
participation by citizens and elected officials in 
borrowing countries. It also undercuts the participation 
by citizens in donor countries since they are unable to 
know what their Executive Board members are doing or 
saying in their name and with their tax money. 


“When you understand how much power the industrial 
countries hold in the governance of the Bretton Woods 
Institutions, you realize why the trade agenda supported 
by these institutions tends to be aligned with the 
negotiating interests of those same countries within the 





WTO”, said Aldo Caliari from the Washington DC-based 
Center of Concern. 


The WTO claims a more democratic structure than the 
IMF and World Bank. In theory, all members of the 
WTO have an equal vote. However, secretive and 
undemocratic processes routinely undercut this 
structure as well. Voting has never occurred and, for 
weaker member states, it is not feasible to block 
consensus in negotiations when they are dependent on 
rich countries’ markets and aid. This use of power 
politics is exacerbated by the institutional practice of the 
WTO to leave decision-making and selection of 
leadership as “flexible” through informal procedures. 


Social Justice Advocates Condemn Coherence Agenda 


Instead of promoting the wrong kind of coherence, there 
is an urgent need for new policy options that should be 
designed and implemented by democratic and 
legitimate institutions. At a minimum, the voting 
structures and leadership selection processes of the 
World Bank, IMF and WTO should be democratized 
and their institutional processes should be transparent 
and open to the public. The rights of citizens and 
elected officials to participate in shaping the trade and 
financial policies of their governments must be 
preserved. The social, developmental and 
environmental concerns of nations are the foundations 
on which trade and economic policies must be built. 
Therefore, civil society organizations condemn any 
“coherence” agenda of the WB, IMF and WTO that fails 
to take these foundations as a departing point. 


Note: The content of this press release is drawn from a 
longer statement that has been signed by 40 Networks 
and NGOs. For the full document please go to 
http://www.coc.org/resources/articles/display.html?ID=4 
84 


Contacts: 

Aldo Caliari (Center of Concern, Washington). T: (202) 
635 2757 x 123 E: aldo@coc.org Daniela Perez 
Gavidia (International Gender and Trade Network, 
Geneva).T: (41) 22 320 2121 E: daniela.perez@igtn.org 
Shefali Sharma (Institute for Agriculture and Trade 
Policy, Geneva). T: (41) 79 764 8658 €E: 
ssharma@iatp.org 


WTO Tidbits 


By the Attac workgroup on International Treaties, 
Marseilles 


US commentators point out that the additional budget 
amendment for the war in Iraq, according to which 
Russia, Germany and France would be excluded from 
contracts for the reconstruction of the country because 
of their opposition to the war, violates the rules of the 
WTO, which prohibit this type of political discrimination 
giving an advantage to certain parties. Even if Russia, 
not at present a member of the WTO, cannot lodge a 


complaint with the DSB, the EU could certainly do so in 
the name of the two other countries. 


Other comments concern the blocked negotiations at 
the WTO on the reduction of agricultural subsidies. An 
article in the New York Times states that "there is 
general agreement that these subsidies are among the 
main trade obstacles for poor countries." However, 
according to the World Bank, even the total suppression 
of agricultural trade barriers for developing countries 
would only increase their income by an average of 0.6 
% (Global Economic Prospects and the Developing 
Countries 2000). Thus, the per capita income of 
Ethiopia would rise from a yearly average of $600 to 
$603.60 if all the rich countries suppressed all their 
subsidies and other trade obstacles. 

1) The Agriculture Committee 
acknowledges the failure of negotiations : 


At its progress review held on March 31st, the 
Committee officially declared that the efforts of 
members to reach agreement on agricultural modalities 
had failed. Other sessions have been scheduled for 
June and July. The chairman of the committee, like the 
DG of the WTO, Supachai, expressed disappointment 
at the inability of members, notably the US and the EU, 
to agree on the modalities of a framework agreement 
on agriculture. These modalities should define the 
scope of the negotiations, the procedure to be followed 
in the present phase, and the results expected. In an 
attempt to smoothe out the difficulties before Cancun, 
the Committee announced that informal consultations 
would continue after Easter on blueprints for tariff 
reduction, tariff quotas, key products for the developing 
countries, support for farming, export credits and food 
aid. 


In an official declaration, the US has blamed the EU 
and Japan for the failure.In anticipation of the reform of 
the CAP, which is to start in June, the Americans have 
called upon the European states to ratify the proposals 
presented last year by F. Fischler, so as to give the 
Commission more flexibility in following the Doha 
Development Round mandate. Australia also spoke 
against the EU. In answer, the EU brought out the "so- 
called food aid" and export credits (both used 
essentially by the US) or the pricing practices of certain 
state trading concerns (the case of Australia), all of 
which likewise have trade distortion effects. The EU 
officially announced its decision to introduce a recourse 
against the Australian quarantine system at the DSB. 


2) Only a few countries have 
submitted their liberalisation offers in services : 


The handful of countries able to meet the deadline for 
these offers (end March 2003) were essentially 
developed countries (notably Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and the US). The EU was unable to meet the 
deadline, but could submit its offers in the next weeks, 
and Switzerland could do the same by April 15th. The 
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WTO secretariat declared its hope that offers would 
continue to come in up to the next Conference at 
Cancun. The developing countries are remarkably 
absent. Some consider this to be a reaction to the 
many other unmet deadlines : Trips and public health, 
implementation of agreements, special and 
differentiated treatment for developing countries, and 
agriculture. 


Up to now, apparently only thirty-odd of the most 
advanced developing countries have presented their 
demands, and none have submitted offers. Some 
countries which have not yet sent in their offers refer to 
the US, which has not submitted offers in certain 
monopolies, such as the postal services or sub-sectors 
like water supply. Of subsidies granted under modes 1 
and 2 (cross-border supply and consumption abroad), 
not all have been subject to national processing, and 
the same is true of most subsidies under mode 3 (trade 
presence abroad). Some American NGOs reacted 
negatively with regard to these offers. The IATP has 
pointed out that they would affect states' legislation 
without the endorsement of local authorities, and 
emphasized the lack of consultation during the period 
devoted to preparing the offers. 


3) Brazil lodges a complaint against 
US subsidies to its cotton planters : 


Brazil claims that the subsidies granted to its planters 
by the US — marketing loans, export credits, direct 
payments, certification — lower world prices and harm 
Brazilian producers. It affirms that the US has doubled 
subsidies to its producers since 1992, while prices need 
to remain at, or below, the 1992 level for immunity to be 
granted under the peace clause of the WTO Agreement 
on Agriculture. 


4) The venue for discussions on a 
Morocco-US free trade agreement has been changed 
because of the war in Iraq : 


The second cycle of discussions, scheduled for March 
24th at Rabat, has been held a day later in Geneva, far 
from a public opinion disheartened by the war, 
according to The Economist. When these discussions 
were launched on February 21st, the US Trade 
Representative had stressed the role of Morocco as a 
close ally of the US in the war on terrorism, and said 
that the treaty "would be considered a proof of US 
support, in a troubled part of the world, for tolerant, 
open and more prosperous Muslim _ societies." 
Marrakech and other big towns in Morocco were the 
scene of mass anti-war demonstrations. According to 
US To-day, other Middle Eastern governments, 
prominent among which Egypt and Bahrein, aspire to 
build trade treaties with the US. Jordan has already 
concluded one such in 2001. 


5) A campaign against the agreement 
on investments is launched : 
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The representatives of 50 NGOs met in Geneva from 
19-21 March to study the nature and implications of the 
WTO agreement on investments. While recognizing the 
need to regulate investments, most of them considered 
that the WTO was not an appropriate place to discuss 
this. In their opinion, this institution had not managed to 
reach a fair balance between the rights and obligations 
of investors, having refused to consider environmental, 
social and development issues. 


On 21st March, the NGOs launched a campaign 
against negotiations aiming to conclude this agreement, 
emphasizing that it would harm the developing 
countries. Martin Khor (Third World Network) stated that 
the proposals presented by the EU and Japan "don't 
aim to regulate investments, but to regulate 
governments so that they can't regulate investments." 


Some feel that this subject is probably going to become 
the main rallying point for NGOs at the 5th Ministerial 
Conference at Cancun in September, and from this 
point of view, the Geneva meeting has acted as a 
catalyser for civil society. The organisations which have 
launched this campaign include amongst others Oxfam, 
Public Citizen (in the US) and Third World Network. 





6) Alternative forum on water : 


The first Peoples' World Forum on Water was held on 
21-22 March at Florence, to activate the setting-up of a 
World Parliament on Water and to be an alternative to 
the Third World Forum on Water which was held in 
Japan at the same time (followed by 10,000 
representatives of governments, inter-governmental 
organisations, experts from the water sector and from 
industry). 


The Forum in Florence looked into the "demands" made 
in the course of GATS negotiations, the first measures 
on the way to global privatisation of water supplies, 
making these a resource area where rich countries and 
their transnational companies can buy, sell and hold 
monopolies. Participants committed themselves to 
increasing pressure in this matter in the course of their 
campaign to "exclude services from the WTO." This 
Forum coincides with the UN International Water Year. 


To visit the website of the first Peoples' World Forum on 
Water : http://www.contrattoacqua. it/ 


Contact for this article : Omc.marseille@attac.org 


(*) coorditrad@atiac.org is the email address of an international group of volunteers who coordinate 700 
translators worldwide. You can be part of this group and share your language expertise by helping us publish 
articles and documents. Just contact them for further details. 


Meeting ATTAC worldwide 


Week 21-05-2003 >>> 28-05-2003 





http: //attac. org/rdv/index.html 
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21/05 

NO G8 :: hitp:/(www.attac. info/g8evian/?NAVI=1 030-1 4fr 

Nancy + Nantes 

AUSTRIA : hitp:/www.attac-austria.org/termine/termine.php 
Salzburg + Bregenz 

DANMARK : hitp:/www.attac-danmark.dk/kalender/index.asp 

Arhus 

FRANCE : http://www. france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?7langue= 
Lille + Grenoble + Saintes + Paris 10 


22/05 

NO G8 : hitp:/www.attac. info/g8evian/?NAVI=1 030-1 4fr 
Villeurbanne + Nancy + Nantes + Paris 

AUSTRIA : hittp:/www.attac-austria.org/termine/termine.php 
Linz + Innsbruck 

BELGIUM :: hitp://wb.attac.be/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=7 
La Louviere 


FRANCE : hitp://www.france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?7langue= 
Lille 


23/05 

NO G8 : hitp:/Awww.attac.info/g8evian/?NAVI=1030-1 4fr 

Nantes 

AUSTRIA : hittp:/www.attac-austria.org/termine/termine.php 

Linz + Graz + Braunau 

BELGIUM :: http://wb.attac.be/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=7 

Arlon 

FRANCE : hittp://www.france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?langue= 
Lille + Arras + Metz + Annecy 


24/05 

NO G8 : hitp:/(www.attac. info/g8evian/?NAVI=1 030-1 4fr 

Nancy + Nantes 

AUSTRIA : hitp:/www.attac-austria.org/termine/termine.php 

Graz 

DEUTSCHLAND : hitp://www.attac.de/termine/index.php 
Hannover 

FINLAND : hitp:/www.attac.kaapeli.fi/kalenteri 

Helsinki 

FRANCE : hitp://www.france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?7langue= 
Lille + Paris + La Rochelle + Brest + Lyon + Cergy Pontoise + St Marcellin 


25/05 

DEUTSCHLAND : hittp://www.attac.de/termine/index.php 

Berlin + Hannover 

FRANCE : hitp://www.france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?7langue= 
Lille + La Rochelle 


26/05 
AUSTRALIA : hito:/www.australia.attac.org/html/calendar.htm| 
Sydney 


attac 
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AUSTRIA : hitp:/www.attac-austria.org/termine/termine.php 
Halleiner + Graz 

FRANCE : hitp://www.france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?langue= 
Lille + Metz + La Rochelle 


27/05 

AUSTRIA : hitp:/www.attac-austria.org/termine/termine.php 
Halleiner + Wien + Graz 

DANMARK :: hitp:/www.attac-danmark.dk/kalender/index.asp 
Kebenhavn 

FINLAND : hitp:/www.attac.kaapeli.fi/kalenteri 

Helsinki 

FRANCE : hittp://www.france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?langue= 
Lille + St Brieuc + Lyon + Macon 

NORGE : hitp:/Awww.attac.no/index.php?url=%2Fkalenderliste.php 
Oslo 


28/05 

NO G8 : hitp:/(www.attac. info/g8evian/?NAVI=1 030-1 4fr 

Paris (G MONDE) + Sciez 

AUSTRIA : hitp:/www.attac-austria.org/termine/termine.php 
Halleiner + Graz 

FRANCE : hitp://www.france.attac.org/annexe/calendrier.php?7langue= 
Lille + Grenoble + Rennes 

NORGE : hitp:/Awww.attac.no/index.php?url=%2Fkalenderliste.php 
Oslo 


